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equalled in its colossal perfection nor in
the multitude of its ingenious and surprising
details. It bore the name of a former
Minister of War, Frangois Maginot, who
had been a sergeant in the last war and was
hailed as the driving force behind this vast
construction. But since the late Maginot
had been a man of the Right, the parties
of the Left claimed the honour for one pf
their representatives, Paul Painleve, to have
been the original initiator. This historical
dispute remained unsettled.
But whoever conceived the plan and who-
ever carried it out was inspired by a motive
on which, finally, nearly all Frenchmen
were agreed, which had, indeed, sunk as
deeply into the nation's soul as the piles of
the Maginot Line had been driven into the
earth. For one thousand years the Rhine
had roughly constituted the frontier between
the Franco-Gallic and the Teutonic worlds.
For centuries wars had raged along and
over its banks, high up in Burgundy and
down in the Low Countries; no other river
in Europe had seen its waters so often
mingled with blood. In the course of the
last hundred years alone there had been
four periods of war (Napoleon's wars, 1851-
1866,1870,1914-1918). Within two hundred